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The attention of adopters is directed to the possibility that compliance with or adoption of PI (PROFIBUS & PROFINET 

International) specifications may require use of an invention covered by patent rights. PI shall not be responsible for 
identifying patents for which a license may be required by any PI specification, or for conducting legal inquiries into 
the legal validity or scope of those patents that are brought to its attention. PI specifications are prospective and 
advisory only. Prospective users are responsible for protecting themselves against liability for infringement of patents.  

NOTICE:  
The information contained in this document is subject to change without notice. The material in this document details a 

PI specification in accordance with the license and notices set forth on this page. This document does not represent 
a commitment to implement any portion of this specification in any company's products.  

WHILE  THE  INFORMATION  IN  THIS  PUBLICATION   IS  BELIEVED  TO  BE ACCURATE, PI MAKES NO WARRANTY 
OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR  IMPLIED,  WITH REGARD TO  THIS MATERIAL INCLUDING, BUT  NOT LIMITED  
TO  ANY  WARRANTY  OF  TITLE  OR  OWNERSHIP,  IMPLIED  WARRANTY  OF MERCHANTABILITY OR  
WARRANTY OF FITNESS FOR  PARTICULAR PURPOSE OR USE.   

In  no  event  shall  PI be liable  for  errors  contained  herein  or  for  indirect, incidental,  special,  consequential,  
reliance  or  cover  damages,  including  loss  of profits, revenue, data or use, incurred by any user or any third party.   
Compliance  with  this  specification  does  not  absolve  manufacturers  of PROFIBUS or PROFINET equipment,  
from  the  requirements  of  safety  and regulatory agencies (TÜV, BIA, UL, CSA, etc.).  

PROFIBUS® and PROFINET® logos are registered trademarks. The use is restricted to 
members of PROFIBUS & PROFINET International. More detailed terms for the use can be 
found on the web page www.profibus.com. Please select button "Presentations & logos". 

 
In this specification the following key words (in bold text) will be used:  
may: indicates flexibility of choice with no implied preference.  
should: indicates flexibility of choice with a strongly preferred implementation.  
shall: indicates a mandatory requirement. Designers shall implement such mandatory 

requirements to ensure interoperability and to claim conformance with this specification. 
 

Publisher: 
PROFIBUS Nutzerorganisation e.V.  
Haid-und-Neu-Str. 7 
76131 Karlsruhe 
Germany 
Phone: +49 721 / 986 197 0 
Fax: +49 721 / 986 197 11 
E-mail: info@profibus.com 
Web site: www.profibus.com 
 

© No part of this publication may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilm, without permission in writing from the 
publisher. 
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1 Management Summary - Scope of this Document 

This guideline documents the charges that are to be paid by the companies that apply for a Vendor 
ID as well as product related IDs or certificates.  

2 Related documents and references 

2.1 Related documents 

Documents  

- “Framework for Testing and Certification of PROFIBUS and PROFINET Products” 
- “How to get a certificate for a PROFIBUS device”  
- “How to get a certificate for a PROFINET device”  
- ”PROFINET Field Devices, Recommendations for Design and Implementation”  

in their current versions. 

2.2 References 

None  

3 Type of Charges  

1. Vendor Registration: Vendor ID 
2. Product Registration: Device ID (ID Number / Ident Number), only relevant to PROFIBUS 

with the exception of pure PA Profile Devices  
3. MAC address range reservation: 4k MAC address range, only relevant to PROFINET  

(optional) 
4. Product Certification, which is recommended for PROFIBUS, PROFIBUS PA Profile as well 

as, PROFIdrive and which is mandatory for PROFINET, PROFIenergy and PROFIsafe 
5. GSD Signing: In Class 1 of the PROFINET Security, a concept for signing GSD files for 

PROFINET was specified. The service is offered by the PI certification body. 
 

3.1 Charges for Vendor ID 
A Vendor ID is needed for any PROFIBUS and PROFINET device. 
A Vendor ID is free of charge to members and non-members. 

3.2 Charges for PROFIBUS Device ID (Ident Number) 

As specified in the PROFIBUS guidelines, an Ident Number (ID number) is required for all 
PROFIBUS devices using PROFIBUS DP communication (except pure Master Class 2 devices). 
The ID number allows devices connected to the bus to be identified with a minimum amount of 
protocol overhead. In addition, the ID number is used to archive files which contain information on 
device features and configuration (so-called GSD files).  

Table 1: Product registration charges 

Technology Device ID  
(Ident Number) 

 Member Non-Member 

PROFIBUS  80 € 310 € 

PROFINET n.a. n.a. 

Remark: The Device Identification for PROFINET consists of the Vendor ID and a manufacturer-
specific key (Device ID). The Vendor ID is assigned uniquely to a company. The Device ID is 
defined by the manufacturer specifically for the device. 
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3.3 Charges for PROFINET 4k MAC address range 

Each PROFINET device is addressed using its globally unique MAC address. This MAC address 
consists of a company code (bits 24 ... 47) as an OUI (Organizationally Unique Identifier) and a 
consecutive number (bits 0 … 23), which allows to identify up to 16,777,214 products. The OUI is 
assigned by the IEEE Standards Department to any company. PI has been granted the OUI 00-
0E-CF. PI provides all device manufacturers, which do not want to apply for their own OUI, 4k-
ranges of PI’s OUI. This service allows companies to acquire MAC addresses directly from the PI 
Support Center.  

Table 2: MAC address reservation charges 

Technology 4k MAC address range 

 Member Non-Member 

PROFIBUS  n.a. n.a. 

PROFINET 80 € 310 € 
 

3.4 Charges for Product Certificates 

Prerequisite for granting a certificate from the PI Certification Office is a positive Test Report 
issued from one of the accredited PI Test Labs. 

Table 3: Product certification charges 

Technology Certificate 

 Member Non-Member 

 Initial certification Prolongation with 
re-test 

Prolongation 
without test 

Initial 
certification 

Prolongation 
with re-test 

Prolongation 
without test 

PROFIBUS  0 € 0 € 0 €*) 6.000 € 3.000 € 0 €*) 

PROFINET 
V2.2  
(and older) 

not relevant not relevant 0 €*) not relevant not relevant 0 €*) 

PROFINET 
V2.3, V2.4,  
or higher 

1.800 € (for a bundle 
of up to 3 certificates 
based on one test 
report and one 
application procedure) 

900 € (for a bundle of 
up to 3 certificates 
based on one test 
report and one 
application procedure) 

0 €*) 6.000 € 3.000 € 0 €*) 

Profiles: 
PROFIsafe, 
PROFIdrive, 
Encoder, 
PROFIenergy,  
PA Profile 

0 € 0 € 0 €*) 6.000 € 3.000 € 0 €*) 

Remark: The profile certificates require a PROFIBUS and/or PROFINET certificate. Details can be 
found in the documents “How to get a Certificate for a PROFIBUS device” or “How to get a 
Certificate for a PROFINET device” 

The Certificates for unchanged products are valid for a period of 3 years. The certificate holders 
have to reapply for certification within 3 months after the validity expired.  

*) For certificate prolongations without test that are requested later than 3 months after expiry date, 
a Recovery Issue Fee of 300 € is due.  

Remark: The certification charges/fees do not cover the costs for the test services of the 
accredited PI Test Labs.  
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3.5 Charges for GSD Signing Services 

Class 1 security includes the signing of GSD files for PROFINET. The prerequisite for 
implementation is the extension of the GSDML specification to include an XML notation for 
describing the properties of a device. A signed GSD file ensures both its authenticity and its 
integrity. 

A process has been defined for implementing the signing of GSD files of PROFINET products, for 
which the PI Certification Office is responsible. This enables all manufacturers of PROFINET 
devices to deliver the associated GSD file in signed form as a GSDX file. The process involves 
two steps. First, the PI Certification Office creates a manufacturer-specific certificate with a validity 
of three years, which remains in the PI Certification Office and is kept there securely. Secondly, 
each interested manufacturer has the choice of signing the GSDs of its own products itself or using 
the signing service of the certification body.  

Table 4: GSD signing charges 

 
 

The Certificates are valid for a period of 3 years. After expiration of the validity, the certificates must be 
renewed. 

 

 

  

Inital Certificate Prolongation Inital Certificate Prolongation
manufacturer-specific certificate 
(incl. smart card and tooling license)

900 € 
per user of a 
manufacturer

800 € 
per user of a 
manufacturer

3.600 € 
per user of a 
manufacturer

3.200 € 
per user of a 
manufacturer

GSD singning service (acquisition of 
the manufacturer-specific 
certificate is a prerequisite)

190 € 
per signing 
process

190 € 
per signing 
process

760 € 
per signing 
process

760 € 
per signing 
process

Member Non-Meber
Use Case
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